
 
 
January 2020 
 
  
Dear Clients and Friends, 
 
 

WELCOME NATE EIX 

Nate Eix is the newest addition to the WealthPoint team, starting mid-
October as a Support Advisor.  Nate is a 2018 graduate of Ball State 
University with a degree in Finance and a minor in Financial Planning.  
He started his career with Charles Schwab before joining our firm.  He 
is originally from Northeastern Indiana and likes to return to the area’s 
many lakes to spend time enjoying water sports with his family.  Nate 
has been a quick learner, is fitting in well with the team, and plans to 
take his Certified Financial Planner exam in the spring.  We are happy 
to have him aboard! 

 

ALEX PERKINS GETS PROMOTED 

Congratulations to Alex Perkins for being promoted to Lead Wealth 
Advisor!  Alex joined us in 2017 after getting his CFP designation, and he 
has done a great job working with WealthPoint clients over that time.  
During that time, he has also proven able to be the primary, or lead, 
advisor for some clients and to lead new client relationships.  We are happy 
that Alex is part of Team WealthPoint and his promotion is well earned. 

 

2019: A GREAT YEAR FOR INVESTORS 

If you watch the news, you would likely not have realized that 2019 was a wonderful year for 
investors.  Stories of government shutdown, tariffs, friction with North Korea and Iran, Hong Kong 
rebellion, the US southern border, a slowing US economy, and impeachment dominated the 
headlines.  Yet with all of this noise, the financial markets had a great year.  Not only stocks but bonds 
as well.  The other headline in 2019 was the Fed lowering interest rates, and the markets responded 
to the Fed actions. 

 

 

 



 
Here are the returns of various stock and bond indexes for 2019:  

S&P 500     31.46% 
 Russell 2000     25.52% 
 Russell 2000 Value    22.39% 
 MSCI International Value Index  17.02%  
 Barclay’s Aggregate Bond Index  8.72% 
 

Time and again, the results prove that the returns of the market march to the beat of their own 
drum, not the latest headlines.   
 
PRINCIPLES OF GOAL-FOCUSED PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 
 

The information above is a good reminder of why your plan should dictate your investment decisions. 
Many of you have heard this theme in my writing, but we can never hear it too many times.  So here 
are the important fundamental principles of investing. 
 

1. The performance of a portfolio relative to a benchmark is largely irrelevant to long-term 
financial success. 

2. The only benchmark that we should care about is the one that indicates whether we are on 
track to accomplish our financial goals. 

3. Risk should be measured as the probability that we won’t achieve our goals. 
4. Investing should have the exclusive goal of minimizing that risk 

 

Long-term investment success comes from continuously acting on a plan.  Investment failure 
proceeds from continually reacting to current events in the economy and markets.   
 
THE SECURE ACT  
 

The rules of the game have been changed when it comes to IRAs (Individual Retirement Accounts) 
and company retirement accounts like 401(k)s.  The SECURE Act was passed into law in late 2019 and 
makes significant changes in these areas.  The WealthPoint team has prepared a nice one-page 
summary of the law changes and it is included with this letter.  There are certain groups of people 
impacted by this law change, and if you fall into one of these you should talk with us to see if changes 
to your plan are necessary.  They are individuals soon to be turning 70, individuals over 70 who make 
charitable gifts, and individuals who intend to use their IRA as legacy gift to family members as part of 
their estate plan. 
 

Thank you, most sincerely, for being our clients.  It is an honor and pleasure to serve you.  Many of 
you have referred family members or friends to us at some point, and I take it as an enormous 
compliment along with a big responsibility that we do not take for granted.  I wish all of you a 
healthy, safe, and prosperous 2020.   
 

 
 
Brent M. Walker, CFP® 


